


  





  





  





  





  











 



 









 











Title: Orson Gurney Smith 
Image: OGS-FAMILY-0022 

 
 
Names: Thomas H. Caine, Ruth Woolley Austin, Gibbs Smith, 
Robert Jordan, Quinton S. Harris 
Date: 2007 
Location: Home of Quinton S. Harris 
Notes: All grandchildren of Orson Gurney Smith 
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Names: Ruth Woolley Austin, Bob Evert (Jane Jordan’s 
husband), Mary Ellen Caine (Tom’s wife), Jane Jordan Evert, 
Gibbs Smith, Robert S. Jordan, Quinton S. Harris, Ruth Ann 
Harris (Quinton’s wife).   
Date: 2007 
Location: Quinton’s living room in Salt Lake City, Utah  
Notes: Grandchildren of Orson Gurney Smith and their 
spouses.  
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                 History of Mary Ellen Wright Smith 
     An Autobiography 
                                 (Written during her last illness) 
 
 
Mary Ellen Wright was born at Old Paradise, now called Avon, on January 4, 1865.  We lived 
here but a few years, when the folks advised us to move farther down, as it was so close to the 
mountains and Indians were quite troublesome. I just remember a few things—the row of log 
houses. I was at the neighbor’s playing with Louise Bishop and proposed making yeast for sale 
so we got some eggs from under her setting hens, stirred them together and put in ashes to 
thicken them when Brother Bishop caught me, and was I frightened! I scampered through the 
five pole fence without going to the gate. 
 
My father and mother were married in February (Feb. 23, 1864). Some months after, my father 
dreamed that he was to be careful of my mother on the 11th of August. He was so impressed 
with the dream that he got up and wrote down the date. One day they were invited to 
grandmother’s for dinner. She had a large box with pork salted down in. They had hung up the 
hams and shoulders so it was nearly empty. It had a loose board across the top and father and 
mother sat on it to eat their dinner. Father left the table first and mother moved around. The end 
slipped up letting her down into the box backward. Father went to her telling her to keep right 
still and he carefully drew her up and put her on the bed. He told her to rest awhile and he 
looked at his book and it was the 11th of August. That afternoon she felt life for the first time. 
From that time on my birth was an important event to my Father. We were always very near to 
each other. Years afterwards, when I was away on the underground, his letters to me were 
always so tender and full of sympathy. My friends used to say those letters sound like a 
mother’s, so full of feeling. 
 
After we moved from Old Paradise, my two grandmothers lived within two blocks from us. I 
was named after each of them, being the eldest in the family. I had a very happy life going from 
one to the other. How different they were always, yet how wonderful in each of their lives. I 
have written a biography of each from a child’s standpoint as I viewed them. I wished I had 
known more about them after my mind was matured. 
 
They used to parch field corn and make molasses. I ate heartily of it and one night, oh how sick 
I was! I think I was unconscious for a while and father went for Grandmother Gibbs, who was a 
midwife. I remember coming to and she was rubbing me with camphorated oil. I was soon 
better. 
 
My life was smooth and uneventful till I was eleven years old. My mother kept a good girl. The 
same one lived with us for seven years. My sister Martha and I were required to do our share of 
the work. The girl would have gladly done it herself, but Mother saw to it that we did our share, 
principally dishes. We both had the measles, my sister and I. How impatiently we waited for the 
girl to black the stove, scour the chairs, table and floor with sand, rub the brass kettles with 



 



 



vinegar and salt, and shine the row of tin cans on the shelf with ashes till you could see your 
face in them. She then went to the sheep grounds to gather tea leaves and made some tea to 
bring the measles out good.  It must have helped as we got along fine with no bad effects. Then 
we had the chicken pox on the Fourth of July. We lived across the street from the public square 
and could see all that went on in bowery, races, etc. This was quite a trial.  Brother Thomas 
came in and brought us some candy after the parade. I never forgot his kindness. 
 
My mother was president of the relief Society. She used to take me to meeting with her. I think 
the other children were easier to manage without me.  I was useful to the sisters at first to wipe 
their eye glasses on my cotton apron. They wore the home made Linsey dresses. My 
grandmothers each bought me one as their name sake; calico was fifty cents a yard then. I soon 
got so I could find the page in the hymn book for those hard of hearing. They moved the 
benches in a circle so as to be close together, much to the annoyance of the deacon, an elderly 
man, so I used to stay and shift them back in place. There was only mail once a week in those 
days. Sister Davis was sent as a representative from Salt Lake to visit the small towns in the 
south end of Cache Valley. A letter was sent announcing her coming and a special meeting was 
to be arranged. The mailman also carried passengers and Sister Davis came to the house first 
and the letter was delivered later. I did not want to miss a good meeting, and this had promise of 
being unusual, so I offered to notify the Sisters. I ran from door to door while Sister Davis and 
the family ate dinner. I remember how diplomatic I was trying to arouse the sisters’ curiosity, to 
get a goodly number out!  I found some washing, one making home-made soap, boiling it in a 
big kettle with three sticks propped up. I told them Sister Davis was there in haste with a special 
message. Then I ran home and got myself ready and over to the meeting house to see what 
results I got. As each of those very busy ones came in I sat shaking hands with myself and 
feeling my importance to the work. 
 
In the very early days, there was but one wash tub in the town—a large wooden one which was 
passed around. The people were very accommodating. At the age of eleven I began running the 
sewing machine, hemming diapers and all straight seams. I soon got quite expert at it. There 
were few machines in those days and mother was a good seamstress. Her father was a tailor and 
she had learned to sew in the old country. She made beautiful plaid velvet vests for my father’s 
father from pieces of material she brought with her. I have a very old picture of him wearing 
one of them. The neighbors brought in stitching for me to do for them while they did my dishes. 
When I was twelve our maid got married. Mother was confined that winter with her seventh 
child. She was very sick and never left her bedroom for five months. We had a good woman 
come to do the washing. Grandmother lived a half block away and took care of mother and the 
baby. She also supervised us. At first I was very happy to try my hand at many new things, but 
the bread mixing grew to be very irksome It was that winter I met and became acquainted with 
my future husband. They were getting rock from the mountains to build a new meeting house. 
Father had a yoke of oxen and Orson Smith came every morning while I was doing my dishes 
and cupboard to get the oxen to put on his sleigh to go for rock. He was a Logan boy called to 
be Bishop. He and his wife had not been married long. 
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Names: Orson Gurney Smith Family Reunion 
Date: July 4, 1923 
Location: Logan, Smith 
Notes: Front row (sitting on ground) John O. Reeve 
(Geneve’s son), Don C. Brown (Salome’s son), William S. 
Reeve (Geneve’s son) Helen Grant (Ellen’s daughter), Gurney 
Lee (Martha’s son), Owen, Jr., and Orson Smith (Owen’s 
sons), Morris Wright (Bert Wright’s son),Burns & Christian 
Champ, & Orville S. Lee (Martha’s sons). 
 
Second row: W. Eldredge, Jr. & Mary Grant (Ellen’s 
children), Sarah and Roma Smith (Ezra’s daughters)  
 
Third row: Alice Smith and Lucy S. Cardon (Orson’s 
sisters), Mary Ellen Wright Smith (Orson’s 3rd wife), Orson 
Smith, Imogene Lee (Martha’s daughter on Orson’s lap), 
Sarah Ann Obray Smith (Orson’s 2nd wife), Ella Smith (Ezra’s 
daughter), Margaret S. Watson (Orson’s oldest child). 
 
Fourth row: Evelyn Farr (Mary Ellen’s sister), Ione S. 
Steffen (Ida’s daughter) , Stella Madsen Smith (Owen’s 1st 
wife), Olena Smith, and Martha S. Lee (Orson’s daughters), 
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Evaletta Grant (Ellen’s daughter), Dorothy Smith, (Ezra’s 
daughter), Ella Bailey Smith (Ezra’s wife), Ezra Obray 
Smith, Clain Smith (Ezra’s son), George G. Smith. 
 
Fifth row: Orville Lee (Martha’s husband), Ellen S. Grant 
(Orson’s daughter), June Grant, Emma Smith (Orson’s 
daughter), Florence Smith (Orson’s sister), Geneve S. Reeve 
& Salome S. Brown (Orson’s daughters), Walter E. Grant 
(Ellen’s husband). 
 
Back row: Owen Smith (Orson’s son) Hattie Smith (Orson’s 
sister), Mary Smith (Orson’s daughter), William Watson 
(Margaret’s husband), Drucilla Smith (Orson’s sister), John 
W. Reeve (Geneve’s husband holding Barbara), Don C. Brown 
(Salome’s husband), Gaylen C. Smith (Orson’s son). 
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Names: Orson Gurney Smith family reunion 
Date: July 4, 1927 
Location: Logan, Utah 
Notes: Mary Ellen Wright Smith is on right and Sarah Ann 
Obray on left of Orson Gurney Smith.   
First row: l. to r. Alan Dale Smith (Ezra’s son),?, Roma 
and Ella Smith (Ezra’s daughters), Barbara Reeve (Geneve’s 
daughter), Renee DeBry (Melba’s daughter), Imogene and 
Virginia Lee (Martha’s daughters), Don Brown (Salome’s 
son), Gurney Lee (Martha’s son) 
 
Second row: Orville, Burns, and Christian Lee (Martha’s 
sons), Dorothy Smith (Ezra’s daughter), ?, Melba DeBry 
(Orson’s daughter), Lou Carpenter (Orson’s sister-in-law), 
Ezra O. Smith (Orson’s son), Geneve S. Reeve, Margaret 
Watson, & Olena Harris (Orson’s daughters).  William Watson 
(Margaret’s husband) is peeking from behind his wife. Alvin 
Edward Harris, Jr. is sitting on Olena’s lap.  
 
Third row: Clain Smith (Ezra’s son), Mary Ellen Wright 
Smith (Orson’s 3rd wife), George Gibbs Smith (Orson’s son), 
Orson Gurney Smith, Gaylen C. C. Smith (Orson’s son), Sarah 
Ann Obray Smith, (Orson’s 2nd wife), Mrs. Dunford 
(neighbor), Lucy S. Cardon (Orson’s older sister), Harriet 
S. Woolley (Orson’s daughter), a baby?, Martha S. Lee 
(Orson’s daughter), Mrs. Rose (neighbor), Alice Smith and 
Drucilla Smith (Orson’s sisters).   
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Names: 1931 Orson Gurney Smith birthday party reunion 
Date: July 4, 1930 
Location: Logan, Utah 
Notes: Front row:  Quinton S. Harris, Ruth Woolley, Alvin 
E. Harris, Jr., Walter Smith, Frank Woolley, Mary Alice 
Woolley, June Grant, Dixon Caine, Romania Grant, Wirginia 
Lee, Richard Grant.  
 
Second Row: Owen Smith, Jr., Christian C. Lee, W. Eldredge 
Grant, Jr. Gurney Lee, Mary Ellen Wright Smith, Helen 
Grant, Imogene Lee, Harriet Woolley. 
 
Third Row: Olena S. Harris, Owen Smith, Orson Smith, Gladys 
S. Caine, Evaletta Grant, Martha S. Lee, Mary Grant, Orson 
G. Smith, Ellen S. Grant.  
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Names: Reunion of the Orson Gurney Smith Family 
Date:July 4, 1947  
Location: Logan, Utah 
Notes:  
First row:  Shru de Li Smith & Gibbs Smith (George’s 
children), Margaret Thompson (Evaletta’s daughter), Walter 
Clark (Mary’s son), ?, ?, ?, ?. 
 
Second row:  Harriet Smith & Lucy S. Cardon (Orson’s 
sisters), Annie Oldham (Sarah Ann’s niece), Patience S. 
Adams(Orson’s sister), Emma S. Stevens (Orson’s daughter), 
Margaret S. Watson (Orson’s daughter), Clarence N. Woods 
(Geneve’s husband), Geneve S. Reeve Woods (Geneve’s 
husband), Fannie S. Goodsell (Orson’s sister), Drucilla 
Smith (Orson’s sister), Lou Carpenter (Orson’s sister-in-
law, sister of Caroline, Orson’s 1st wife)  
 
Third row: Orville L. Lee (Martha’s husband), Bishop Hall 
(11th Ward), Mrs. Rose (neighbor), Mrs. Dunford (neighbor), 
George G. Smith (Orson’s son), Iola H. Smith (George’s 
wife), Salome Carpenter Smith (Orson’s sister in law, 
sister of Caroline, Orson’s 1st wife),  Walter E. Grant 
(Ellen’s husband), Harriet S. Woolley & Martha S Lee 
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(Orson’s daughters), Evaletta G. Thompson (Ellen’s 
daughter), Ellen S. Grant (Orson’s daughter), Frank Woolley 
(Harriet’s husband), Russell Thompson (Evaletta’s husband), 
Barbara Thompson (Evaletta’s daughter).  
 
Fourth row:  Dorothy Smith (Galen’s daughter), Galen Smith 
(Orson’s son), Lydia Smith (Galen’s wife), Ione S. Steffen 
(Ida Carpenter S. Thomas’ daughter), Dorothy S. Evans 
(Ezra’s daughter), Ella Smith (Ezra’s wife), ?, Ezra O. 
Smith (Orson’s son), Elwood Clark (Mary Grant’s husband), 
Beryl Grant (Eldredge’s wife), W. Eldredge Grant, Jr. 
(Ellen’s son), Gladys S. Caine & Olena S. Harris (Orson’s 
daughters).  
 
Fifth row: ?, Goldie P. Smith (Lyman’s wife), Lenore Smith 
(Lyman’s daughter), ?, ?, Joyce B. Smith (Alan Dale’s 
wife), Paul Alan Smith (Alan Dale’s son), Alan Dale Smith 
(Ezra’s son), ?, ?, ?, Virginia Lee (Martha’s daughter), 
Orville L. Lee (Martha’s husband), Imogene Lee Allen 
(Martha’s daughter), Alvin E. Harris (Olena’s husband).   
 
Sixth row: Don Brown (Salome’s husband), ?, Lyman O. Smith 
(Orson’s son), ?, ?, ?, ?, ?, ?, Thomas Caine (Gladys’ 
son), Richard G. Grant (Ellen’s son), Joseph Allen (Imogene 
Lee’s husband), Gurney Lee (Martha’s son).  
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Names: Christian Champ Lee and his daughter 
Date: unknown 
Location: unknown 
Notes:  



  


