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WELCOME .....

te this ancient Pansh Ghurch of St Mary The Virgin, which has served as the focus of worship
andd pravarin this villzge of Ealon Bray for many cenluries and has, since 1975, been the Parish
Church of Eaton Bray with Edlesborough,

Please rest awhile and enjoy the peace and prayer which soaks its stones, so wonderfully
fastianed in the 13th Century to the glory of God.

"Whosaaver thaou art that entarast this Chureh, lsave (i mot
without one prayer to God for thysell, for thase wha minlster,
ard for those who worstup here.”
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THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN
EATON BRAY

EATON BRAY or EITONE, meaning an island settlement, is mertioned in the Domesday Book
1086,

The mname refers to the abundant waler supply from the springs which issue at the foot of the
Downs. Even today the pansh boundary is largely defined by streams,

Tha original church building was probably uit of watlle and daul with a thetched oof, a5
bullding stone was very scarce in this district until the discowvery of the Tottarnhos stone beds
in the 11th Sentury.

The present Church building dates back to 1205 - 1221, There is little doubt thal the church
was designed by John de Celia, the 'building Abbol’ whe was born ai Studham. It has been
fittingly described as "calhedral architecture” in miniature, and is among the finest parish
churches e England,

THE MANCR OF EITOME - 1066 AND ALL THAT

Aftur the Norman Gonguest 1064, the "Manor of Eitone was given Lo Odo, Bishop of Bayeus,
who was half brother to William the Conguerar. Aler Odo's disgrace, the manor was, far most
of the time, kept inthe King's hands untitit passed from Herry |1 to his widow Queen Elcanar,
Fallowing her death in 1204 it was granted by King Stephen to Wiliam de Cantelupe in 1205
in exchange far 300 marks and his manor of Cockeswall.

Cantelupe was a great baron and very impaonant peliticaly, In 1221 he began to bulld a large
castie at Elone, o the greal alarm of the Priory at Dunstable, The gresert Park Farm, about
hialt | mile north of the church, s close to the site whare parls of the moat and traoes of
earthwaorks still exist, The completed castle had doutils moals, bwvo reofed bridges and a gate
house. The greal hall was rooled with fimber and amongst the mary other buitdings was a
amall chapel dedicstad o450 Nicholas, 2 gramany and stables for 80 horses.
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Eatan Bray manaor pictured before demolilion cirea 17594



RE-BUILDIMG THE CHURCH

The original Eilone Shurch was granled 1o Merlon
Fricery (unsiabl) by King Stephsn some time
between 1126 and the date of his accession in
1135 The Pricry continued to hold both rectery and
lhig living of the church unbil e Dissohdian

Gefora beginning the castle, Cantelupe began re-
building the church, and it is to him we owe the
north arcade with its futed gillars and beautifully
carvad capitals. It appears that ha plannad & much
larger church, Sut unfortunately he quarrelled with
the Pricr of Merton, having claimed the chwrch as
a right perlainmng o the manor, By @n agreamearnt
betwean the twa parties In 1210 William released
hiz right to the Church, an ecndition that the Pricr
of Meston should allow him a chapsl in his Castla
inwnichtha chaplain, providad by the Prior, should
read divine service three days a week,

The South Aisle was built between 1211 and 1221
Bl it i amuch plainsr inoshyle.

In 1291 the reclony of Silone was valued al D18 13544, and the vicar's stipend was £5 65 8d.

THE 'BRAY' CONMECTION

The family of Bray were of consequence in this counly at an early period — recordds show thiat
Thomas de Bray was a Kinght of the Shire in 1283, The "WManor" of Eaton ramained in the hands
of descendants of the Cantalupa family until the Tth lord, John da la Zouche, He fought for
Richard Il at Boswarth Fleld, but his lands were confiscated by Parliament in 1485,

Mt that time a cenain Reginald Bray was one of the followers of Sir William Stanley, 1| was
Feginald Bray who picked up e lallen crown of the dead king and put it onthe head of Henry,
aftanwards crownad as |lenny VI

In 1480 Henry VI granted Eaten Manor to Sir Reginaid Bray. now afamous man in malters civil
and military. His head can be seen carved in stane high up on the exterion of 5t Gaorge's
Chapal, Windsor, which owes much to his skill as an architect, Naturally he turned his attention
tothe church of his newly acquired manar and built here at Eaton {henceforce lnown as Ealon
Bray) a large oblong tower --longer on the narth and south sides — upan tha small 13th Cartury
toaeer Ehan in Jxisianoe,

Sir Edmund Bray, Sir Reginald's
neghew, was summeoned to Parliament
in 1530 as Baron of Eaton Bray, Tha
tamily of Hray died out in the principal
branch with the death of John Leord
Bray, without issueg, in 1557,

ZOUCHE BRAY
Coat of Arma Coat of Arms



THE REFORMATION

During the 15305, after much unrest, the two English provinces of Lhe old Universal Cathalic
Church became theindependent national Church ot Engiand, allowing the Monarch to appaint
lwo Archbishons and 24 Bishops.,

In 1347 5t Mary's church was granted by Herry Vil to the Fellows of Trinity College in
Cambridge, and it remained under Iheir jurisdiction unlil 1938 whan the gitt of the living was
lransferiad to thae 5t Albans Diocesan Board of Patronage, Trinity College continued far many
yEars to 2and money for beanstraw for covering the church floor in winter, {at least until 1822
when the custom was menticned in the chuch register), and was stil responsible for
miaintaining ke Chanoel until 1942

Hy 1558, the first year of the reign of Elizabeth |, the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity were
passed and clergy who refused 1o conlonm were depoesad, It must have been a vary difficult
lime as John Kitdy, who bacame vicar in 1554, resigned his lving in 1558,

Complete records of baptisms, mamiages and burials were not kept within the chuich urti
Ellzatxethan times and the first register, now beld at the Gounty Record Offica in Dedford, dates
Back 10 1559 Faded but shll legibla, it makes fascinating raading,

i1 1583 the 28t vicar — Jeremiah Radcliffe, pan of a noble Lancashire family, educated at Trinily
taollege Cambridge, was one of the translators of the King James Bible, which we know astha
Authorised Version,

18TH CEMTLRY

The Gleke Terrier of 10ih April in the "seventh vear of the Relgne of Our Soveraigne Lady Anneg,
1FUEY, signed by Heory Stonestrect, Vicar, tells us that "The Vicarage howse is built with Timber
and cavercd with thatoh it conlaines thres Hoomes on tha ground fitoor hwo wharear are flocrd

ith Lrich and the othar with earth and five uppar Roams floard with Boards... All the small
Tythes thraughout tha parish are oue to the Vicar (exceot such as anise in Eaton Parke inclossd
Grounas far which Jof Husley Esgr pays a Modus of Three pounds six shillings & eighinence
Ly halfveatly payrments including also the Libardy of commoning & flack of sheep above loknoll
way with payment of Tythe in kind far tham) and are patd as fallows ... Lambsz are due at the
faast of 51 Mark that is to say threepence for each Lamb or hall & crowrn far the Terth ar tha
Lamb in kind Claves the terth af the prica for which they ara soid if weaned sixpence the calf
insiead af milk fwopance for each Milch Cow s dus at Lammas by the namea of Tythe-white
tha tapih Piggs when Markettable the owner to separate one & the Vicar to make his choice
aut of the remalinder If under ten the Vicar drivas that is he is to be paid out of the next Litter
nweniring ya tormar Bl he cames fo the tenth, The fenth part of Waool Pidgeons Apoles Pears
Honey & Wax, walnuts & all Orohard fruite is due to the Viear, for Geese none due Eggs payable
i Lent two for every hen & three for every Cock Smoak & Garden ane perny each. There ls
no underwood growing i the parish nar any Hemp flax ar Turnips sovn.

The Furniture of the Church consisied of ‘one Bible twa common prayer boaks, a Linpen
Surplica five Halls The Book of Manyrs in three Vel . for the Communion a pewter fflaggon, a
Sikver Chalfee with a cover, it holdls abott & pint one fnner cloth for the Communian Tahla
one Damask nagkin une pewier patten tha puipit cushion is of purple cloth with a pulpit cloth
of the sarne, two chasis & two Registar Books the date of the oldest i 1555,

According to the same Glebe Terder of 1708, the church maintained the local bull and boar,
Na mention is made of charging for thair services!



The offices of Clerk and Sexton were hilled by "ore o 'sen appoiited By $he Wear who hath for
fis wages fuwrperice a8 hoise basides the accustomead duas vizt for the Buryall of & Growne
parsnn ona shilting & fournance of @ ohild anc shilling for a Marriage by Sanns one shilling
by Licence fwa shillings & for a Chifstring sixponce lien.!

VIGTORIAN ENGLAND

In the wesl cormer of the churchyard lies Gregory Edward Whvley, vicar from 1825 urttil his
death in 1871, and his wife Jane, It was Whyley who had built, 2l his own expense, the National
School inwhatwas then the vicarage garden. The Schoal opened in Aprl 1842 and he and His
farmily taughl al the school far some yaars, until Eaton Bray Schaol was builtin 1881,

Little rioney appears to have baen spent on the church far many years. In lhe Mothampton
Mercury of February Bth 1847 apoeared this report:

The wsual lastering has dona much towards ohscuring all the beautifud
crnameants which may ba found here . Twa pews are stuffed into the charicel.
There is 4 very comnon affar-table, the floor iz paved with tiles fif only for a bari
or scullery, Some fine old specimens of open banches remain; But, as
enclused pews ara making their appearance, we fear, ore lang, thoy will be
parmiftad anfively ta supersede the venerable open sittings ...

ahotlderlng the pulpi is a coal celfar, A stove hias a chimney shatf plarcing
the roof, and the Tre-place was (6t in a 2fara that we baliave the humblast of
the congregalion wauld not suffer fn fis own colfage. Sonte tins, dirty with
aliove graase, indicate the fally of shutting owt the light from the wesl, which
weas miost clumsily effected by an organ, with sume wgly board, paintad black.!

The eccnormy of the parish, tased mainly on straw
plating ard duck farming, was al a low ebb, and no
resloralion work was dana. Twaniy years later in
March 1072 Robert W. Edis, architect, reported he
had "naver 2can a church so tterly neglected, in
sucha shanreful slale of decay and dilapidation, or
one which cowld more falrly bBe sald to be an uticr
disgrace to the raligicus enfightenment grd feeling
of the 19t Certun.”

The Reverend John Hall Doe, vicar from 1871, was overwhelmed by the snormity of the task,
The chureh was closed and services moved Lo the schoalhouse between February 1875 and
Jung 511884, Apart from the shoring up of parts of the north aisle in 1872 and the demalition
af the later parts of the curious oblong western tower, only a lithe reslaration was done to the
nave, and the north alsle and porch, despite a faculty for a full restoration baing obiainad in
1875, An ertry in the Parish Register records that "n 1850 Jamaes Smalibornes, 26, was killed
Ly & fall of stone white engaged in puliing down the ofd Tawer"



In 1860 the chancel was restored 2t the expense of
Trinity College Cambridge, 10 be used for Ihe lirst time
cn Tih Apnil 1861, Easler Day, sceording to Church
Restoration Cormmilles meords. Sadly Doe had an
urfertunate capacity for making enemics and, within
thrae of four yoars of coming Lo the parish, he had lost
the support of the wealthiar parishioners. His aborive
alternpts &t running a duck farm and at market
gardening on the glebe typified the lack of success
which dogged his whole carssr, His exodus, in 1890,
came when ha preached & dramatic sermon at
avensong — tare off his surplice — and flung it into the
congregation.

19th CENTURY RESTORATION

He was suctaedad by Reverend Edwin Sution in 1890, whe was 1o be responsibla for tha main
period of rastoration, The arrival in 1886 of Ihe Wallace tamily, whose nursery provicesd now
employment in the village, combined with Sutton's energetic approach, brought about o
change and, in 1891, wirk hagan Alwyn, Bishog of Ely, recognised the urgency of the task
s gave his personal permission for the restoration of he norh aisiee Funds were short and
thawaork was undartaken gradually over along period fram 1881 to 1916 Church records show
that £3,500 waz spent in the 23 years to 1914,

During the 19th Century neardy all Churches in [ noland undenvent some form of restoration,
some with more enthusiazm Lhan skill, and 5t Mane's was indesd forunate 12 have Robert
Ecks whasugevised so carsfully the restoration of the old building, and Jelirey Sharrett, a local
bnnleier and family firm.

The restoration was finally completed in lhe middla of Warld War 1, and the church tower was
re-opened and the bells dedicated by the Bishop of St Albans an 20th Seplamber 1916, A
plague on the east wall reads:

"The organ vwas crected in 1923 a3 & memanial of the Restoration
cared owt 1820 = 1378, Lawin Sutton baing Wicar, W.E. Wallace
and W, Groom Churchwardens

In 1925, insurance carlilicales show that tha church owned wo siver cups dated 1730 and
1864, ard v 'patans’ (shallow dishes used for bread al the Euchiarist) daiad 1730 and 1774
the four together walued 2t £35 for insurance and stated to be in good candition,

Inthe same year the church's pessessicons wera lisied Inthe register as;
2 Fire Hooks (rare);
very fine ranwaork on door,
Brogs in chancel, on wall:
Attar Tanle circa 1600 in gocd condition,
Chalr in chaneal, circa 1700 (broker);
Chair in chancel, circa 1780;
Old Scraen (with new top);
Old Chest in church daned 1675;
Clock by Jasper Taylar,



S0UTH DOOR

A5 you enter the chureh by the south door
you will nolice some very fine [ae 13th
certury iromwork. consisling of three
hingts with arnamental sorollwork, and a
seroll ornament at the top of the docr. s
attribuind 1o the Bediordshire iron worlker,
Thormas, a nativa of Leigiton, who also
mase e ron grille of Queen Elzanor's
tomb in Weslminsler Aolbey,

DOuring the restoration aof the 18305, the
iromwork was removed in 4 camplata
pieces and replaced on the new door,
which he also doenaled and installed, by
Jeffrey Sharrett. Quite a faat of warkman-
ahig!

IF o lock carefully &t the wall on the right
nand side of the door, you can see lhe
rermains of 4 'mass dial' on which in olden
aays & hand gointed 10 the hour of the
senice

THE NAVE

The north arcade is a perfect axampls of
tha style of architeclure of the 13th centurny.
It consists of five bays with richly moulded
arches resting on columns of eight shatls
with beautifully carved foliate capitals,
while tha west mch 5pings from a cone
shaped fluted corbel with a foliste cailal

Mystery surrounds the fact that the parth
wall was designed with  halif arches
irntended to abut the arcads, Dut the
corresponding springers an the columns
ara of aveary flal pilch and give ne indication
whether they were In fact ever complsled,

The south arcade also has fiva bays but the
columns ara carved with Toliage of & mush
plainer character,

It you sland in the centre of the church and
leok wpwards, you will notice that the axis
ofthe sanctuany is off-set slightly, There are
those who belleve that this signifies
Christ's head leaning an the Cross,



It is possible to see the Ine of the 13th
Century roof above the arches of the
columes, | he oot was raised during the 15th
Century and the clerestory windows added.
The corbels [painted heads) are woilh
gluddying, B they apparantly reprasantad the
peoale of the wilage Iwing during the
restoration of the chiereh. One wondears why
the litle mankeny is placerd at the sida of the
Lack Chapel! s only in recent years that
they  have been painled i dislinctive
Colours.

Thatching Hooks

Orthe rear wall of the nave, or either sice of she argan,
there are two great iren and cak hatching hooks.
These ware Lssd ke drag burning thateh from nottanes
and, possibly, the ariginal church, before the days of

the fire endgine, What tales they could tell us ...

This photograph was aken pror to the replazement of
the argan in THAT,

FONT

The (o, which i=s near the sauth doar, is
cf 13th Century orlgin. It has a round
bowl on a central column. The four
cetached columns  surrounding  1he
central ane have capltals beautifully
carved with foliage like that of the norh
aisle. The wood cover was added in May
1923Mathe memaory of Reverend and Mrs
Charles E.J. Carter 1916 - 1913, The fort
was reslored thanks o the Bursar of
Trinity Gellegea in 1855,




LADY CHAPEL

fo the right of the antrance lies the small bot attractive Lady Chapel. The neauty of Lhe
stone work round the east window in the chapel is probably of Sir Reginald Bray's dasign,

The stained glass inthe window was designed and installad in 1900, The plague reads:

"Gearga Edward
Whyley 45 vears
Vicar of s Marsh
Th2s — 1673 and
Jane his wife, This
window 15 dedicated
by hiz son, Eoward
Bower Whyley and
Florence s wile
1500

o = et

The 6th Century communion tabla in this chapel should be noted, especialy the curiously
shaped 'meion" legs with their beautiful carvings. Thera is a 13th Cenlury 'piscing” on the sooth
wall which was used for washing sacred vessesls after mass,

The status of the 'Madonna and Ghild” af tha front of the chapal was donated by CE.J. Carter,
Wigar 150 — 1830

0n one of the stenes in the south wall of lhis chapel can
f_" : i"‘ be scen @ mark in the shape of & hemp bray (8 pun on hiz
name) waed by Sie Reginald Bray as a bullding mark,
Monumental Brass

Si Heginald Hray died childless and  was
sucopaded by his nephew Edmund who after-
wargs became Lord Bray of Eaton, The only brass
ir Lhe chureh is the one to tha memary of Jane,
Lady Hray, Edmund Bray's wifa, who died on 5th
March 1533 Lady Bray is dressed in period
coslume wilh a Paris hand-tress, and is shown
with har san and ten daughters. The inscripticn
was farmerly under the figure of a2 young
genlewoman  on  the Chancsl floor, The
palimpsast (re-used plae) was previously the
battorn portion of the effigy of a Bishop or Abbot
in pontificals and was no doubl manastic spoil
ra-worked for this brags. |t reads:

", Jane the doughter of Edromd Lard Bray

Undlar this stone eth closed in clay

Al ye my frandys T 08y vou BBy for me 1558
Foras ye ar ao f was, and 28 { am so shalt yo be

bl VO die Marelf an® il M. CCCCO0RENT




The lozenge shaped shields &t e top of the brass show the Goats of Arms of the [Halwel
(Halgighwel), Norbery, Bolsler, Sudeley, Montiott, Grozie and "Abeman familiss, but
strangaly not the arms of Gray.

The brass was in bad condition and in January 1953 It was cleaned and repaired by HF.O,
Evans M.B.E.F.S3.A of Cxford on behaif of the Monumental Brass Socisty. Il was renovaied
AN in 1966,

Dak Chests

Thare are three cak chasts in the church (which were onoe used ko storing siar cloths and
rebes), and these are dated 1673, 1892 and 1756,

Brass Plague

Crvthe wall &t the back of the chapel s & Lrass plagua fo

"Mre Edilh Brandom 1954 A constan! and devout
warshippar. i many Romes her kincly deeds madsa
her fustly beloved and respected.”

krs Erandocm, whose husband was (oreman al the Wallace Mursarnes, was the church
careiakern for many years; amang har many cuties was tha cleaning and fillng of the <l lamps
for the-sum of 3 perweek, Electric lighting was installed in the church in 1928,

Heating was put into Lhe church in Dotoler 1965 by the firm of Shirley & Gharlas of | etehworth,

CHAMCEL

The chancel arch dates from 1220 though the chancel seems 1o have bearn rebuill in the 150
Cenlury, logether with the nave chapels.




Althaugh the parpendiculsr channel windows are of 15t Century design, tha glass has been
raplaced an saveral cocazions, The beautiful stained glass east window above the alkar was
designad by Heatan Butler and Bayne of London in 1926 and gresedted by Annie Wallacs:

"To tha Giany af oo and in carmmeamaration of the
Sltver Jubllee George V and Quoen Man

I orbrays the stary of the "roat and Branch of Jesse’,

The reredos (carved screen) crafted by Christopher Webb depicts scenes iom the e of Shrist
and he four discioles, Mathew, Mark, Luka and John twas added in 1851 oy May Oates and
Harriett Gray in memany of their parents, William and Annic Weallace, One of the figures had o
D& replaced after being stolen — can you s&e which one?

The high altar table was moved to the north chapel when the prosent oalk table was aresented
Ly friends and family of Willian and Annie Wallace in 1344

The =il of the south east window is Kept low o
form 2 sedilia (seal) and there s a 131 Ceniury
"msoina’ wilh & desp basin which was azad for
wazhing sacred vessels after mass. You will alsa
netics there is an aumbey (small cuplboard
reserved lor Lhe Blessed Sacramesntd,

Insered in ong of the windows, above the chon Stall, s an inscoption rom Noel and Jean
| ysler-Rinns, 19810

A Wictorian oak soreen used to divide the chaneal from the nave of the church but this was
remeved in 1972, The too was canved by Tom George, churchwarden for many years, bt this
was 50l aller teng in stare for some while.

Under the north east winctow s
the panslled altar tomb of Lady
Jane whosa brass is now i tha
Lady Chapal.




NORTH CHAPEL {often called Sharrett’'s Chapel)
The Waorts Chapel, aimest identical in sizetothe Lady Chagel, has several interesting fealures.

Abovethe altaris pan of a 15th Cantury reredos which was repainied with the dove and given
Lo femily ancd frigrds of Berlba Thome mn 1979,

A hand scrolled record of the vicars of 5t Many's Eaton Bray dating back 1012, hangs on
the north wall and is reproduced here, Sadly seme of the carlier entries arg incomplete.

Mark Bonney ecams vica: i 1992, bul s name was not antersd an the seall in time tor
inelusizan in this edition
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Hanry Stonestrest is believed 1o be burded by the Narth Chapsl, He was vicar frorm 1838 unlil
his death al the early age of 44 in 1714, He was also vicar of Tatternhoe and chaplain to the
Earl of Manchestar, His slate collin cames a long, bul still legilble inscription, which beglns:

"sincaraly lamentad by all who knew finn, on account of his singilar merit and
piety which would hava adornad a higher station but wiiich taught him to he
content in that he was in ...

The aumbry in the norh wall (smal cupboard covared with a curlain} was installed in 19749,
The Biessed Sacrament is resenved In this chape! for the sick, and s a focus for prayer and
devolion. The lamp hanging in front was given in memory of Alfred John Justice 1806 — 1961,

At the back of the chapel you will also ses a bass plague nomemaory of Jeffrey Sharrett, 2
"buitder and farmer' of Yew Tree Farm, Eaton Bray who died on 30th April 1930 aged 81, He
had been much involved in the restoration wark done in 1800,

The fiva-sidad woodsn pulpil dates ack 1o the 18th Centuny whils the lecterm is of much more
recent origin, being dated 1854, and is inscrinad to Jaftrey Tearle, much [oved verger of this
church 1934 — 1952,

VESTRY

The vestry dates back wothe 13th Cartury when it formed the base of the original tower, It was
resiores in the 16th Century and again at the turn of the 20th Century, An exlansion 1o Hhe
wastry, on the north side of thelower, was given i 1930 by Mrand MrsW.E, Wallace in memany
af thelr sonwho died 20th July 1926 aged 44 vears Waler was (irst piged in in 1958,

TOWER

The original small towear was buli in the 13l
Certuny and was then extended weastwards and
neightened in lhe 15th Century by Sir Reginald
Oray, Earky prints of the church show the lower a5
arather curious ehlong struciure. Thetop stage sn
weslern half of the tower were pullid down in 1830
Az it was theralmost inouinsg and i a dangerous
stata, Tne west side was hoardad up and & maka.
shill roof erected over the remaing, The tower was
campleialy rastorad during tha sarly parl of ke 201h
Centuny,

Thomas [uxlay, an ownar of [aton Siay mano
house, had a clock madsa for the house in 1737 by
Jaspar Taylor of Halborm. When Huxdey died in 1742
hewilled tnhat ihe clock should rrman a permansnt
fixture of the house and, whenthe manor housawas

damalished in 1794, the clock was removed ta the The loweer of Eaton Bray as
church tower whara it remains 1o lhis day. [t was rarnodglied by SirHeginald
restarcd by Messrs, Thos. Band and Son, Burtord Bray in the reign of Henry Wil

Oxcn, in he early 20th Genuny, They also added
the minule hand, Colin Anderson and Douglas
Blank overhautied tha clock inthe 159705,

From @ drawing dated 1874



THE BELLS OF 5T. MARY'S

The first documentary evidence relaling to bells at Fataon Bray s 1o be found in & "Slele Termiae
(church iventory) dated 10th Apl 1708, Theare were then five bells in the tower,

The two oldest bells wera cast in 1656, The founder was one William Whittmare, whosa initials
anc name occur on two of the bells. During the 18th Century, when Ihe tawsr was partially
dernolished, the bells were doubtless taken down and replaced in the tower after the
restaration,

Before the restoralion there were five bells: these were recast and a sixh ball addad in 1913;
Ihe rehanging was in 1916, the work having been staged over a three year period parly due
to the Great War, They are tuned inthe key of A flat. The tenor (or largest bell) weighs abaut
B2 owt, The following msciptions wara kept:

Tenar - "Gaarge Chandler made me 1705

Fliith — "W W Y688, R.E, TH EA F .

Fourth - "Edward Hall mada mea 1740"

The Third bears the inscription which was on the old teror ar fifth ball -

"W Pearson, Miller. R Gadsden Snr, 8 Astwall, Churchwardans, H Morrs,

A Gadsden Jov, Oversears, J Hryant, Heford, Foolt 1700

The Secand bears tha inscription formerly on the old fourth bell -

Wirr. Whitmore for Richard Burr and Tho, Howard FA3, 0.0, 1856

The Treble bell is inscribed — "Has campanas reficiendas curaverant £.5, WEW
WG Wictoris Chiristi Vox Maa tastis arif

The recasting and rehanging of the bells was done by Massrs, Thes. Bond and Son, Burord,
o at 3 cost of 2183,

The bells were averhaulad again in 1959 by Messrs. Mears and Stainbank of Whitechapel at a
tolal cost of P87 195, The bells were rededicated on 21st July 1959 and ara still in requiar use,

Whan the Village Hall was being built in 1984 the builders discovered the bell founding pils
while excavating for the stage basament. Unfortunately no photograghs or drawings wara
taken,

TITHES AND CHARITIES

Lirdilthe 13th Century a yearly tithe {or ong lenth) was levied an each household in the parish.
This was used for the mainlenance of the church and clergy and usually took the form of frash
produce or Ivestonk

Trnity Gollaga Cambridge arranged a gift of charily far the poar in the form of distribution of
bread in October (index linked aven in those days) to the value each year of: one guariar of
wheatl, one quarler of beans, one quarter of barley, 32 loaves, 10 Ibs chesse and 14 galions
of beer!l According to the Charity Commission records, this arose out of an original
endowmeant by the Bray family. |l is said that at one time the gift took the form of corm throan
down from the church towar!

Anclher charity was an annual gift on 8t. Thomas' day to the valua of 108 a year, provided in
1634 by the will of Hugh Cooke and distributed in 30 sums of 4d each to poor widows of the
parish. This was known as the "widows’ groats”,

An Alms Box was given by Edward Bower and put up in the church on 3rd September 1858,
At Christrmas 1856 it contained 155, and Clhristmeas 1853 and 1860 £1.10s,



CHURCHYARD

The Churchyard was wsed during the 19th Century far burials but was closed by an Order in
Council i 1882, There arg several inleresting headstones bearing the names of families that
have been associaird with the village for many yeens.

In 1970 responsibiity for the maintenance of tha churchyard was handed over to the Parish
Crounail. L is now used only for interment of ashes, and a Book of Remembrance |s kept on
disglay Inthe church

A commemorative cross to tha villagers wha [ost their lives in both Warld Wears s situated in
thg Churchyar,

RECENT RESTORATION

Ir1the early 196805, duing the eolebration of a communion, the unexpected descant from an
high of @ deathwatch beslle Caussd some constemation, and necessitated the treatmert and
replacemert of parts of the chancel.

Anolhar major restoration was wndertzken during the 1970s when the whole of the exterior
stonewsark had fo b repared, The redecoration was completed in 1980 and gave us the bright
interior and beautifully painted corbals and side chapal rerados (carved screen). The corbels
(pairted heads) were individually pald for Dy parishioners on & Sponsor Rasis.

A Festival of Thanksgiving was held. This includadd
o Flower Festival, and the aylan cord which held
the genlands of MNowers was shol over the roof
beams by England's only protassicnal archar who
lived in Leighten Buzzard,

KNEELERS

The wisitation of 1836 ordered that 'hassocks or
other things be made, convenient for peogple to
kneal"

A project to embroider new knaelers commeancad
in 1981, The kneelars are all individually designed
and worked, but ara unifierd by & cornmen border
designworked in one ofthree background colaurs
— scarel (Mave), roval blug {Lacy Chagzel) and
desp green (Morth Chapal). Lach kneeler s
embroidered in a cheico of up 1o six colours from
a range of ten wsed in the project and
comgalementany to the existing church fatrics.

The krealksrs add 1o the beauly of the church and serve as a pictorial history of its (ife,
surroundings, and the peopie who have worshipeed and visiled here, The designs inclucde
many aspects of church life, traditional subjects, tributes. special achisvamanis snd mamories,
aswel as complex abstract styles, Many people have been invalvad in the projact, both inthea
village and as tar away as America and Mew Zealand,



MUSIC IN THE CHURCH

According 1o Church Restoration Committee records, an "argan opened the 6ih Janueary 1840,
paid far by subscription and the sale of 20 poplar trees round the Shurchyard”, this being the
earliest tracealle mention of any music in the church, The same 1ecords state thal "the oigan
fwas) cansiderably enfarged and repaired by subscription at a cost of £40 and re-opsned on
July 25th, 5t James Day, 1856". It was at this time that a new organ galleny was erecied,

A new twao rnanual pipe argan of the tracker action patiern of the Sweelland Crgan Building
Company of Bally's design, was inslalled in 1923, cpaning on July Sthe I was overbauled in
1845, and rebuilt in 1955 with a naw electric action,

By 1586 the organ was showing signs of unreliabilty and was in need of another major
overhaul. Dr Chrislopher Dernley, Director of music at St. Pauls Cathedral, | ondon, visited the
Church and rod orly made a valuable report, but continued to sdvise the POC until 19088,

A specification was drawn up by Dr Dearnley, for a two manual tracker action instrumen: of
comprehensive specification which included mutations, mixdure and a pedal reed, The task of
building 1he new crgan was entrusled o Peler Solling o Redocurme, Herds, A Fund raising
cammittan waz formad undar tha chairmanship of Graham Chappell, ther churchwarden, and
the necessary £35 000 was raised by much hard work, donations and sponsorship, within four
years. The opening recital was given on 7ih December 1991 by John Scolt, sucoessor 1o O
Deamley &l 51 Faul's Calhsdral.




ECLESBOROUGH AND EATON BRAY

I 1975 Lalon Bray and Ldlestorough wire mgrgad into ane cerlesiastical parish, 108 lovely
Chureh of St Mary the Virgin, Edlesborough being clnsad for regular warship,

NORTH CHILTERNS GROUP OF PARISHES

This parish is a part of the Noith Chilterns Group of Parishes, which was formed by Orderin
Council In 1982, It comprises he scven panshes of Taftarnhoe, Stanfridye, Tilswanh,
Kenzworth, Studham, Whipsnade and [alon Bray with Edlesboraugh which inciudes Dagnall,
The prime aim of the Cioup is one of supporn for each membar pansh and & sharing of
850LITES,

Tris church continues 1o provids a focus for active worship and sevice 10 God and (ne
Christian community inthe vilagss, Times ot sarvices are indicaled on the nolice-boards and
you are warmly invited to join us.

THIS GUIDE HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY SPOMSORED BY:

Peier and Bosamaria allen

Buth Sarmett
in mermory of Harry Bametl - February 215t 1942 o Agril Tk 1974

Jean Bells in memony of Edward C.J. Betls - 1826 to U986

Julia Bradshaw, who mmoved into Eaton Bray in 18A1, became an active member
an various Chureh Commitieas, and s 8 member of the PCG [Feb 1893)

Mr & Mis PRilip Day
Liliarn Mary Dowdy - Sacristan from 1578 10 1968
Mrs Joan Elworliy

Denis Good
ir memeny of Enid Good = 3d Septemie 1938 10 27ih September 1872

. Hayden
in honour of all those baptised in this Church throughaout the centuries

Ann Huit, in memary of Dennis Rishard Hunt - 1934 10 1892 - wiose a5t § years ol lile
spenl in the village of Ealan Bray ware ones of appiness and contertrment

W& Mes J Kimiber
wilh haopy memaories of our daughters' weddings on 31.8.31 and 9.5.92

Johr Jamas Laing — in memary of Ruby Bunker, died May 1530

WMargie, Caralyn antd Peter Lashmar



Richard & Ethel Aeay of The Orchards, Ealon Bray
who renewed their Marriage vows in August 1966

Audrey & Keith Reynolds
1o celebrate the blessing of the
Marriaga of our daughter Angela
to Douglas on 27th August 1968 at St Many's

Gladys D, Ruttett — who joined the church In 1927

Edna & Andrew Schoficld
in memany of Allan Schofield - born 1217, died 1290,
weroer at this Ghurch from 1985 - 1990

Mrs Win Sear

Gladys Smith, whose husband Bob (born 1908) and tather Hert
had both besn church wardens

Swm and Shaeila Twivy, regular communicants for thirty years
Mrs Mabel Walker
Tirn, Ghris and Anthony Woodley
Ann Worley

in memory of Douglas M. Worley of Dunslable - 18932 ta 1988

Plus many otfier anonymous donations

T

EDLESBOROUGH AUTOS I

ARTS & CRAFTS
Esl. 1962

WATLTON END GARAGE,
FERELEMOOR, FDLESBOROUGH,
TELEPHONE: (0525) 222224

The shap in a shed
Large stock of crafts -
Hand made potieny, _ .
Walking sticks, Gifis ete. Qur opening hours for
etrol sales and shop are,
slicketts Lane, Edleshorouph EiDn _FHi ?13{}&;_?_:8“[}“1
SpenDafly 230600 Sat 8.30am-6.00pm
(1525 221255

Come and see us for
MOT"s » Service and Repairs
Accident Repair Work




Mine Hosts
Dravid & Janct Sparcow

Whe @dhite PHorse

Markel Square, BEalon Hmi
{200 ¥ ARDS NOICTH OF THE CHURDH)

CHARMENGE GG FOREOR AT PHERE
BAR FOOD THAT L3 EXCITING & ORIGINATL
FULL A LA CARTE RESTAURANT TEVENING S
AR ol PARE AND GARDEN AT bl
PRVATE BARTIES CATERED FoOR

The Swan

Awarm welcome to the village
Irom the Rust family

Leighion Road, Northall
N Dunstalde, Beds, LUG 2EY
TEL: FEATON BRAY 220444

SMALL RESTAURANT AVAILANLE
BAH MEALS = MAINLY HOME MADE
EAR B O DURING SUMMER MONTHS

CASK CONDITIONED REAL ALE
OUTSIDE BARS A SPECIALITY
BAR TERRALE WITH LARGE
CHILDREENS PLAY AREA
LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING

The Bell
Church Endl, Edlesborouph, Bucks
Tel: Balen Bray (0525} 220314
Teresa & Colin Colbert

Crod walue home made meals served daily
12,00 - 2pm e 7-U 3 pm Cescept Mon, evenings

E!Iljn i‘&ule & %:quare

sy

| Brownlow Avenue, Edlesbarongh,
MNr. Dunstable, Beds, LU6 21E
Tel: (0523 220999

Nedl and Gerald Day
extend a warm welcome ta everybody
Restauvans & Bar Snacks available
Cpen 7 days a week

We have served these
viflages since
1591

2-6HIGH STREET, EDLESBOROUGH

Are we

serving vou?

Finishing
Touches

Sparrow Hall Farm, Edlesharough
Tel: (0325) 222636
Dried Flowers
Baskets ~ Crafis
Upholstery
Piite Furniiure
Tea & Caoffee Shop ~ Snacks

Olpsen Mhm-1peo & Zpm-Spm Toesday Lo Brodey
Idam-5pm Saturday o Sunday



